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INTRODUCTION XixX

mission and approval. Indeed, the genesis of the
Mahabhirata, how Vyasa came to compose it
and how he accomplished the same, are all
referred to in great detail by Suta in the first and
second chapters, which should naturally have been
part of the nucleus of the Mahibhirata for Vaigam-
payana too, who could have learnt it only from
Vyasa's lips.

Even if meticulously critical scholars could allow
themselves to give the title of Mahibharata only to
the portion connected with Vyadsa, directly beginning
fromthe fiftythird chapter, the total length of the
Mahabharata will suffer only by a negligible quantity.

This cannot, therefore, vitiate the claim that the
Mahabharata is usually reputed to consist of 100,000
stanzas. Indeed, the title—Mahabharata-was already
accorded to it even during the times of Vaisam-
payana and SUta. Vaisampiyana explains the
title as (chapter 51, stanza 52}) WRam™t ATHAXT HET-
Wageay and Suta explains it as (chapter II, stanza
2542) AEATARAAN WERIRAGSAY, according to some
readings, and AEAARTATY ATARGYSA, according
to some other readings. We need hardly add that
Vaisampayana’s explanation is on the whole more
dignified, and full of real import.

The contention, therefore, that Bharata was the
original title of Vyasa’s work when it consisted only
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of 24,000 stanzas or far less still and that the appella-
tion Mahabharata was applied to the epic only
after it had grown up to well nigh 100,000
stanzas is thoroughly untenable. Equally unte-
nable also becomes the theory that the original
Mahabharata was at any time devoid of all Upa-
khyanas when it consisted of 24,000 stanzas and
that it came to be 100,000 stanzas only after all the
Upakhyinas had been later on interpolated into the
text. For, to think of the Mahabharata without
its Upakhyanas is to rob the epic of all its value as
an epic. The stanza in question refers only to the
two kinds of computation of the bulk of the
Mahabharata by dividing it into the story proper
and the Upidkhyanas and not to the plausibility of
the kernel ever having existed as a separate entity
without the Upakhyinas at all. And we have
already shown how the whole of Mahabharata, as we
have it now, from chapter 53 of the Adi-parvan to
the end of the eighteenth parvan, is completely
the work of a single author, Vyasa himself, and
how in fact Vyasa set himself to compose the
work only after the incidents narrated in the last
of the Parvans had taken place. Thoroughly
untenable also is the suggestion put forward by
Mr. C. V. Vaidya in his latest work* that Vyasa

* C. V. Vaidya— History of Sanskrit Literature— Vedic period.
—See pages 1-13 of third section.
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.composed the work soon after the Bharata war
in 3102 B. C,, that Vaisampayana’s redaction
should have been about 1,400—1,200 B. C., that
SUta’s narration in the Naimisa forest must have
been about 250 B. C., and that Vaisampayana and
Suta above referred to are ‘fictions invented for
magnifying the importance of the work.’

We would rather accept the existing tradition
that makes Vaivampayana a direct pupil of Vyasa,
and Suta a son of Vaizampayana’s contemporary,
Romahargana, than indulge in super-criticism which
tries to set at naught the internal evidence of
the epic and the current tradition.

It will, therefore, be clear that the main text-
tradition of the Mahabharata is one that has been pre-
servad with remarkable accuracy and that the whole
work as we have it now in 18 Parvans is the work
of a single author, Vyasa, though it may be per-
missible to assume that some of the preliminary
chapters of the gdi-parvan are in their very nature
connecting links supplied by Vaisampayana and
Suta to suit the occasion when each in his turn was
called upon to narrate the story.

Thus, from the available internal evidences
supported by external evidences, notably from the
Javanese and Kasgmiri recensions and also from the
testimonies of Namnnayya and of Dion Chryso-
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stum, who lived long before him, we are driven to
the irresistible conclusion that the Mahabharata
text-tradition, as we have it now in the Southern
Recension, is quite authentic and reliable, that
the final redaction of the story from the begin-
ning of the first chapter as narrated by Sita is
equally trustworthy and that the extent and
scope of the Mahabharata even during Suta’s
time consisted of eighteen main parvans with
one hundred sub-parvans, divided into two thousand
chapters and comprising one hundred thousand
stanzas. A truly scientific and historical reconstruc-
tion of the text should, therefore, lead us to consti-
tute the text to its original dimensions and not to
cast off or artificially reduce its size under the mis-
taken notion that the Mahabharata, to be Vyasa’s,
should necessarily be considerably short of 100,000
rather than near 100,000, stanzas.



1

In the preparation of this volume for the press
all the five manuscripts described in pp. XIV-XV ot
the Introduction to the first volume were utilised in
full. 3 continues to represent the principal text
printed, and %, @. @ and § have been utilised for
giving additional readings, etc. One more manuscript
®. has also been utilised for further readings, etc.
from pp. 1348. This manuscript belongs to Mr.
Krishnaswami Sastrigal, Sub-Registrar, Tanjore. Its
description is as follows:—

&. Substance—palm-leaf; Size—17} x 2§ inches ;
Leaves—-231; Lines— 13 to a page; Script—
Grantha ; Xdiparvan complete ; Date of
transcription— the second day of the
Karthigai month of Kollam year 975,
corresponding to the 14th November
1799. A. D.

With the issue of the second volume, the Adi
Parvan is complete. It will be noticed that,
according to our critical edition, the total number
of chapters in the Adiparvanis 218—the figure
given in the Parvasangrahadhyaya of this edition, and
which is generally agreed to by all manuscripts
representative of the Southern Recension (see pp.
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XVIII of the introduction to the first volume).
The total number of stanzas in the Adiparvan in
all these 218 chapters, according to our critical
edition, comes to 9984%* which is half a stanza more
than what is enumerated for the Adiparvan by
Nannaya, the great Telugu Poet (in his Andhra
Bharatamu pp. 7-35 prose) who flourished about
1022 A.D. . Nannaya's enumeration of the number of
stanzas in each of the Parvans of the Mahabharata
is the earliest direct external evidence we have so
far, among the manuscripts and printed material
available for the Mahabharata. In all such enumera-
tions, the usual practice seems to be to leave out
prose passages from all calculation. We have, there-
fore, indicated at the end of each of the chapters,
the number of stanzas contained therein separately
from the number of prose passages in the same,
if any.

In his editorial note prefixed to the third
fascicule of the Adiparvan, Dr. Sukthankar has
already called attention to the enumeration of stanzas
in this Parvan as varying from 7,984 to 10,984 and
stated that he prefers the figure 7,984 as it represents
the Kas'miri version and is also the shortest version

The numericaladdition will give 9,985 stanzas, buta half-stanza
occuring in pp- 677, already remarked by usas wrf':aa. should
be deducted.
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of the Parvan hitherto known. The majority of
manuscripts usually state 8,884 stanzas to be the
length of the —Adiparvan though Nannaya has defini-
tely stated 9,984 stanzas to be the extent of this Par-
van. It would now be clear why we chose for our
principal text of the Southern Recension 3 kosa ;
for, therein the length of the Adiparvan is said to be
9,884 stanzas or one hundred short of what Nannaya
has said. Indeed, this shortage by one hundred
stanzas is just the additional portion that we have
added on to the principal text in editing the same
in order to fill up some easily discernible lacunae in
the manuscript itself.

In the footnote to pp. 1412, we have already
indicated how we had to restore the text to the ex-
tent of 70} stanzas, which together with the restora-
tion in other places of stanzas ranging from a
half to four or five which we had added to the
principal text while editing the same will just
account for the 100 stanzas being found
short according to the narration of the s1—avg
from the figure given by Nannaya. In the last
sheet attached to one of the manuscripts in the
Madras Government Oriental Manuscripts Library
(Vide Descriptive Catalogue No. 1916), the Adi-
parvan is stated to contain 9,984 stanzas. One
of the Kagmiri version manuscripts collated by
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Dr. Sukthankar—K 6, also agrees with Nannaya
in giving the length of the Adiparvan as 9,984
stanzas. We may be permitted to add that,according
to our critical edition of the Southern Recension,
the result we have obtained is approximately the
same as Nannaya's and, therefore, justfies Nannaya'’s
recitation as certainly authoritative at any rate in
so far as the Southern Recension is concerned.



8%

A careful study of the .Adiparvan as issued’
by us in comparison with Dr. Sukthankar’s
edition is certainly called for, if only to assess criti-
cally the large and small additions and omissions
that are detectable in one or the other Editions.
We defer our remarks on this aspect till the
completion of the Adiparvan by the Bhandarkar
Institute. But we must not omit to call attention
to one or two points arising from the work so far
published.

In pp. 574 of his Edition (Fascicule 5), in
trying to vindicate the superiority of the (Kas'miri)-
S'arad# version, Dr. Sukthankar states that ““all the
remaining versions are not only heavily interpolated
but also zudiscriminately conflated” \italics are not
ours), a conclusion he has arrived at on the omission
of Kaninkaniti not only in the Saradi recension but
also in Kgemendra's Bhiratamafijari, in the Javanese
version and in the Telugu adaptations by Nannaya
Bhatta, etc. There are only four printed editions
of Nannaya Bhatta’s work so far known to us. In all
these, and in all the available manuscripts in impor-
tant libraries in Madras, we have been able to
obtain definite and unmistakable evidence of the:
inclusion of the reference to Kaninkaniti in the-
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exact place in which it occurs in the printed
edition of the Southern Recension. A refer-
-ence to stanza 101 in pp. 158 of Nannaya's Bhérata
(Vol. I printed by Vavilla Ramswami Sastrulu &
Sons, Madras) will bear out the contention that
Nannaya was quite familiar with the imparting of the
'niti by Kaninka to Dhrtardstra. Now, we come
to the most difficult problem of our Mahabharata
"Text criticism. Here is a writer of definite date (1022
A. D.) whose task is only to epitomise the Maha-
‘bharata and who refers to an incident in unmistak-
able words. Its omission by later writers cannot prove
-much, except perhaps that their versions are mutilated.
Its omission by earlier handscertainly nesds explana-
tion. The only evidence that needs to be explained is
that of the Javanese version. Certainly, the Javanese
version cannot lay claim to be a thoroughly com-
~plete and full version of the Original Mahabharata, It
must needs be also only an abridgement and adapta-
tion though it may have branched off from the
parent stem two or three centuries earlier than
Nannaya. An inclusion in the Javanese version, if
-omitted in any Indian Recension by later scholiasts
.may point to some defect in the latter, but not an
omission in an earlier version which is prima facie
-only an abridgement and an adaptation. Judged by
‘these standards, we are afraid that the omission
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of Kaninkaniti in all the manuscripts and printed
material in India, which are subsequent to Nannaya's-
time, can only prove the mutilated nature of our
manuscript-tradition, rather than make Nannaya's
and other versions that include Kaninkaniti to be

either sndiscriminately inflated or otherwise untrust-
worthy.

PRESIDENCY COLLEGE,) P. P. S. SASTRL
MADRAS., § 1-11-1931.



SCHEME OF SLOKAS.

Palm | Palm yxl_‘;‘ g c‘?f

Bomba Leal Leaf| g m g (.’),_-':2

No. |Name of Parva. | " one Y1 Mss. l:‘s. % X @,.712

1<

1 !Adi 8884 » 9884 | 9984 9984

11 ‘]Sabha 2511 4511 4511 | 4311 4310
I | Aranya 11664 , , | 13664 | 13664
v " Virata 2050 3500 35C0| 8500- 3500
v :Udyoga 6698 o | 7998 "
VI EBhisma 5884 ”» ” » »
ViII }Drona 8909 10909 s | 10819 10919
VIl ;Kama 4964 4900 4900 | 4900 4900
X lffsalya 3220 » wl  » »
X !’Sauptika 870 ys » | (2) 874 "
X1 ;sm 775 " » | (1) 776 »
XII zSanti 14725 | 14625 |14525| 14525 14525
XIII | Anusasana 8000 | 12000 ilZOOO 12000 | 12000
X1V | Asvamedhika 8320 4420 | 4420 4420 4420

XV | Asramavasika 1506 1906 1906: 1106 1106
XVI | Mausala 320 » 300! 300 300
XVII | Mahaprasthanika] 320 218 120‘ 120 120
XVIII | Svargarohana 209 120 200! 200 200

Note:- ~In Sauptika and Stri Parvans all printed editions in-
- clude the figures 2 and 1 enclosed in brackets, whilst some reliable
manuscripts exclude these figures. Their exclusion seems called for.
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